
 

American Information Resource Center (AIRC)  
NEWSLETTER 

ENGLISH TEACHING PROGRAMS AND RESOURCES 
 

 
Language is the blood of the soul into which thoughts run and out of which they grow.  

~Oliver Wendell Holmes 
Dear Students and Teachers of English: 
 
We at the US Embassy in Bishkek are pleased that you have dedicated yourself to English learning 
and teaching.  Language is truly a window into the soul, and our hope is that your knowledge of 
English will give you a window into the American culture as well as increase opportunities in your 
professional life.   The American Information Resource Center at the US Embassy has a wealth of 
resources for you, in hard copy on our shelves, in classrooms throughout Kyrgyzstan, and online.   
We hope you will take full advantage of these resources and wish you all the best in your studies! 
 
Michelle Yerkin, Information Officer 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
Shaping the Way We Teach English 
Coordinator:  Natalia Tsukanova,  
tsukanovan@mail.ru, tel: (0555) 90-72- 21 
 

The English Access Microscholarship 
Program  
http://www.exchanges.state.gov/education/engteaching
/access.htm 

The U.S. Embassy in Kyrgyz Republic proudly 
presents a new program: Shaping the Way We 
Teach English: Successful Practices Around the 
World. In Kyrgyzstan, the project is coordinated by 
FORUM English Teachers’ Association. The aim 
of the project is to disseminate up-to-date 
methods on teaching English. During the first 
stage of the program, twelve English teachers 
from different parts of Kyrgyzstan will attend five 
days of teacher-training in Bishkek. Then they will 
go back to their regions, where their teaching 
styles will be observed and critiqued by 
professional trainers.  The second stage of the 
project aims at developing teacher-training skills. 
The teachers will attend a three-day training on 
how to use “Shaping the Way We Teach English” 
materials to train other teachers in their regions. 

The U.S. State Department's English Access 
Microscholarship Program empowers non-
elite 14 to 18 year-olds in predominantly 
Muslim communities around the world to 
study English. In addition to English, the 
Program provides an American-style 
classroom experience using U.S. materials 
and emphasizing active learning.  In 2007 
FORUM English Teachers’ Association 
received a grant to participate in the program.  
Thirty students from Kant and Kyzyl-Kiya will 
have the opportunity to study English at the 
American Corner in Kant and at the City 
Children’s Library in Kyzyl-Kiya.  FORUM will 
provide overall management of the program 
and training and consultation for local 
teachers.  Teachers and students will be 
selected through a competition.  For 
additional information, please contact FORUM 
English Teachers’ Association. 
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HIGHLIGHTS 
English Teachers’ Manual 
Coordinator: Anna Fatneva,  anna.fatneva@gmail.com  tel: (:0555) 23-09-92 
 
The US Embassy is sponsoring the creation of a manual for English teachers working in Kyrgyz-
language schools. The manual will contain information about current methods of teaching English 
as well as some activities which can be used to teach English in a secondary school. The manual 
will be translated into Kyrgyz. 
 
 
The English Language Fellow (ELF) Program 
URL:http://www.exchanges.state.gov/education/engteaching/fellows.htm 
ELF: Amanda Wetsel, e-mail: mandywetsel@hotmail.com 
 
The English Language Fellow Program sends American experts in teaching English as a Second 
Language to overseas academic institutions to enhance English teaching capacity overseas.  
 
The current English Language Fellow in Kyrgyzstan is Ms. Amanda Wetsel.  She is affiliated with 
FORUM English Language Association. Under her coordination, the following activities are offered 
at FORUM: 
 

• Saturday meetings: Share ideas about methodology every second and fourth Saturday 
from 10 am -12 pm.  FORUM members will lead these sessions.   

• Talk Club for Teachers: Practice your English every third Saturday at 10- 11:15 am.  
Amanda Wetsel, ELF, will lead the talk club with FORUM members. 

• Use FORUM’s resource center every Thursday from 9 am-6pm.  
 
 

FORUM EVENTS 
Halloween Saturday Meeting 
October 27th 2007. 10:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Learn about Halloween activities to use in your 
classes.  Participate in some traditional 
Halloween activities.  Wear a costume if you 
like. 

Teacher’s Talk Club 
November 17th, 2007, 10:00 am – 11:15 am 
Practice your English and learn about American 
culture. 
*You MUST be a FORUM member to participate in these 
activities.  It costs 100 som to join FORUM. 
 

All FORUM activities will take at the following address: 
 
Bayalinov Youth and Children’s Library  
Ogonbaeva street 242 (next to the art museum) 
Tel: 28-59-86 
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ENGLISH TEACHING RESOURCES 
ENGLISH TEACHING FORUM is a quarterly journal published by the U.S. 
Department of State for teachers of English as a foreign or second language. 
Over 65,000 copies of the magazine are distributed in more than 100 countries. 
This site contains articles from issues of the Forum dating back to 1993 in 
HTML and PDF formats.  
URL:  http://www.exchanges.state.gov/education/engteaching/eal-foru.htm
 
FORUM members are eligible to receive 4 free print copies per year.  
 

 

ONLINE BOOK: Teaching Pragmatics is a collection of 30 lessons that can help English learners 
use socially appropriate language in a variety of informal and formal situations.  By Kathleen 
Bardovi-Harlig, Rebecca Mahan-Taylor, editors.   
Full text is available at: http://exchanges.state.gov/education/engteaching/pragmatics.htm 
 
English Teaching Forum Electronic Journals- The Office of English Language Programs is 
pleased to offer the electronic journals Language and Civil Society and Language and Life Science 
to teachers of English as a foreign language. These journals contain ready-to-use lesson plans and 
are suitable for students at the intermediate level. Each chapter contains background information, 
classroom-ready activities, and related resources and references.  Teachers are encouraged to 
download and use the lessons, adapting them to suit the need of their students.  
URL: http://www.exchanges.state.gov/forum/journal/ 
 
New e-journal “Dynamic English” discusses forces that shape and 
change everyday English. From cultural and international influences, such 
as words that come directly, or in a changed form from another language, 
to popular media, including movies, music and sports, to changes arising 
from technological developments, the authors present examples of ways 
English changes daily. Other articles describe the process of language 
change, and tips for deciphering slang. 
Full text is available at: http://usinfo.state.gov/journals/itsv/0807/ijse/ijse0807.htm  

 
 

NEW PUBLICATIONS FOR YOUR CLASSROOM 

 
The short versions of the outline series about the USA are excellent resources to use at 
your English and American studies classes.   For paper copies please contact AIRC.  
Full text versions are available online at http://usinfo.state.gov/products/pubs/students/.  
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USEFUL WEB RESOURCES 

Dave's ESL Cafe on the Web (http://www.eslcafe.com/)  
One of the best-known ESL Internet resources, Dave's ESL Cafe offers materials for students as 
well as teachers, and has an engaging atmosphere. If you have a question in the ESL/EFL field, 
you can submit it to this site and have it answered by a professional in the field.  

ESL Independent Study Lab (http://www.lclark.edu/~krauss/toppicks/toppicks.html)  
Contains over 225 Internet resources for ESL/EFL students. All Web sites are clearly annotated. 
Organization is by skill area and language level. 

Federal Resources for Education Excellence (http://www.free.ed.gov/)  
A collection of resources for teachers and students from various US Government agencies on 
classroom subjects like foreign languages, the arts, mathematics, and social studies, to name a 
few. 

Linguistic Funland (http://www.linguistic-funland.com/)  
More serious than the name implies, this site is a useful collection of web sites related to applied 
linguistics and TEFL/TESL. 

TESL Journal (http://iteslj.org/links/) 
This is a well-known 'meta-site,' a collection of other websites indexed and categorized for 
instructors to find Internet resources quickly. Updated regularly and fully searchable. Allows users 
to submit new links.  

Voice of America Special English (http://www.voanews.com/specialenglish/) 
This site has a wide variety of resources for ESL/EFL teachers and learners. Webcasts can be 
downloaded from the site; there are online listening exercises from VOA broadcasts and radio 
English teaching programs. Young learners can find topics of interest by clicking on the turtle. 

Volterre-Fr – Learn and Teach English (http://www.wfi.fr/volterre/teacher.html)  
This site has a wide variety of links to resources for learners and teachers of English. 

Do You Speak American? (http://www.pbs.org/speak/)  
The PBS website provides a collection of essays, articles, videos and games on the state of 
today’s American English.   
 

The newsletter is produced by the American Information Resource Center (AIRC)  
of the U.S. Embassy in the Kyrgyz Republic 

Address:  U.S. Embassy 
171 Prospect Mira,  
Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan 

 

Telephone: (312) 55-12-41 
Fax( (312) 55-12-60 
E-mail: BishkekPAS@state.gov  
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