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Press Release

Request for Grant Proposals: Religious Tolerance
The Democracy Commission of the U.S. Embassy in the Kyrgyz Republic announces a request for grant proposals for activities related to Religious Tolerance at the grass roots level.  Projects should focus on educating youth in a non-school setting, introducing interactive discussion of comparative religion and including representatives of a variety of faiths.  Final outcomes should be presented for public discussion among senior religious leaders and others responsible for religious policy in the country.  Requests may range from $2,000 to $15,000 for projects to continue through 2004-2005.  Preference will be given to projects focusing on rural areas in the southern oblasts.  Proposals must show the degree and type of support and involvement from local bodies, religious leaders, parents, community, and media.  Participation by alumni of U.S. Government-funded exchange programs is encouraged.  Final proposals must be submitted in English translation.  All proposals are due May 14, 2004.  The Democracy Commission will award grants on a competitive basis, depending on availability of funds.  For further information contact Lira Jumadilova at 551-241, X4576; e-mail: JumadilovaL@state.gov 
 

Non-governmental organizations and independent media outlets are encouraged to submit proposals:

· to conduct public outreach activities;

· to promote continual and candid discussion on the issues;

· to provide ongoing education on basic principles of tolerance, culture of peace (peace and non-violence, human rights, democracy, tolerance, international and intercultural understanding, cultural and linguistic diversity), exclusion of conflicts and promotion of inter-ethnical, inter-confessional and inter-cultural dialogue; 
· to provide ongoing education on how to address potential conflicts and to expand the knowledge and practice of conflict transformation from protest to negotiation (non-violent conflict resolution), trust, collaboration and lasting friendship and peace building

· to provide training in conflict management and use of peaceful conflict resolution techniques

· to enhance communication skills among young people,  students of educational institutions, community and political leaders, and authorities.  

· Proposals must also indicate how project impact will be measured.  
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