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PRESS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE DISTRIBUTION                                               CONTACTS:

May 17, 2004                                                                                 Raya Ushurova, rushurova@peaks.aed.kg
Academy for Educational Development, Soros Foundation in Kyrgyzstan and

 Save the Children (UK)

In cooperation with the Critical Thinking Lab of the American University in Central Asia, Center of Educational Initiatives Step by Step conduct

Presentation of Interactive Teaching Methods under the Targeted Programs   

«Reading and Writing for Critical Thinking», «Step by Step» and

 «Inclusive Education»

on May 18, 19 & 20, 2004  (venue TBI)

USAID is working within the overall framework of Education for All to strengthen the education sector in Central Asian countries through PEAKS, the Participation Education and Knowledge Strengthening project. 

The PEAKS Project strategic objective is to improve basic education accessibility and quality via strengthening teacher professionalism, upgrading the quality of courses and accessibility to them, broadening local communities’ involvement into resolving educational issues and strengthening institutional management and financial capacity of the educational sector in the Kyrgyz Republic. PEAKS hopes to achieve these objectives at the pilot schools that we hope will become local and regional centres of excellence to share their experience.  

The presentation will be sponsored by the PEAKS Project and attempts to provide an opportunity for education specialists, relevant government departments and higher educational establishments’ staff to become familiar with PEAKS’ targeted teacher training programs as well as to and take new principles into consideration when government officials make policy decisions and implement teacher training courses.  

One day will be assigned to each of the targeted programs: Reading and Writing for Critical Thinking, Step by Step Program, and Inclusive Education.  During the presentations the participants will be informed about the main program principles, take part in the interactive sessions and get into the program context.  

Reading and Writing for Critical Thinking is an International educational program developed in 1996 on the basis of the scientific works by Piaget, Vygodskii and Dewey. The program provides teachers with the interactive methods of working with students challenging them with decision making situations, view argumentation, problem solving, speech reporting in written and learning from texts and communication as the main knowledge resources.

Step by Step Program mission is to prepare children for an active life in a democratic society via teaching the skills and knowledge required in a quickly changing life. The programs major principles support an individual approach to education, letting children choose the type of learning activity and broad involvement of parents into educational process. 

Inclusive Education is a process of integration, whereby vulnerable groups of children are enabled to access and enjoy education in mainstream schools. This process acknowledges that all children are able to learn, have equal right to education and are given equal opportunity regardless of their age, gender, ethnicity, religion or disability. Furthermore, it is a process that encourages participation of parents, teachers, children and education authorities so that they can respond positively to the diverse background of children as well as to children’s individual learning needs. It is part of a wider strategy to promote an inclusive society.  

The presentation participants are representatives of the Ministry of Education of the Kyrgyz Republic, Kyrgyz Academy of Education, higher educational establishments of Chui, Issyk-Kul and Talas oblasts.
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