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SEMINAR ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF CLINICAL METHODS IN LEGAL CLINICS OF KYRGYZSTAN

American Bar Association/Central European and Eurasian Law Initiative (ABA/CEELI) and the United States Agency for International Development Central Asia Region (USAID/CAR) through its Participant Training Program implemented by the Academy for Educational Development (AED) will conduct a “Seminar on the Implementation of Clinical Methods in Legal Clinics of Kyrgyzstan” on February 23-28, 2004 in “Aurora” Hotel, Issyk-Kul. This six-day seminar will gather 33 representatives of legal clinics, Center for Clinical Education, Association “Attorneys of Kyrgyzstan”, Youth Human Rights Group, and the Ministry of Education and Culture of the Kyrgyz Republic to study legal clinical methods and to develop a common strategy for the introduction of clinical standards to the Kyrgyz higher education system.

Since 2001, USAID/CAR through ABA/CEELI has supported legal clinics in the Kyrgyz Republic to develop mechanisms and strategies for the introduction of clinical methods to the current system of higher legal education. The legal clinic model was selected to enhance Kyrgyz law students’ practical skills by providing them opportunities to put theory into practice. This model has been recognized and introduced in law study curriculum by many universities in the country.

In developed legal clinics students practice their theoretical knowledge and skills by providing legal services to low income clients representing them in courts. Legal clinics have been recognized by the Ministry of Education and Culture of the Kyrgyz Republic (MOEC) as a tool for providing law students with additional opportunities to practice their theoretical knowledge with a day-to-day coaching by experienced lawyers. 

This upcoming seminar will acquaint participants with clinical methods with the hope to develop a common strategy to formally introduce clinical methods into the legal education system. ABA\CEELI believes the seminar will help develop a cadre of professional clinical trainers/coaches and expects that the program will provide an opportunity for representatives of clinics to establish professional contacts with their colleagues from the MOEC and to discuss potentials for further adoption of clinical standards into the higher education system. 

AED is an independent, nonprofit organization committed to solving critical social problems. One of the world's foremost human and social development organizations, AED operates more than 200 programs to help individuals and communities improve their education, health, environment, and economic opportunities in more than 160 countries and all 50 U.S. states.

CEELI is a public service project of the American Bar Association that advances the rule of law in the world by supporting the legal reform process in Central and Eastern Europe and the New Independent States of the former Soviet Union.

The U.S. Agency for International Development administers the U.S. foreign assistance program providing economic and humanitarian assistance in more than 80 countries worldwide.

