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the U.S. Agency for International Development Regional Mission for Central Asia’s (USAID/CAR) Participant Training Program (PTP) to conduct an anti-smoking round table in bishkek

On March 11, 2004, four USAID Participant Training Program (PTP) alumni will conduct an Anti-Smoking Round Table at the Pinara hotel in Bishkek, Kyrgyz Republic. The roundtable initiators are alumni of a recent ZdravPlus and PTP organized U.S. study tour of innovative anti-smoking programs and are from the Republican Center for Health Promotion (RCHP), the NGO “Sotsium”, Family Group Practitioners Association (FGPA) and the NGO “Parents Against Drugs”. At the round table, thirty representatives from Bishkek and Osh city and district administration, health NGO’s, educational institutions and the mass media will discuss tobacco issues and the alcohol/substance abuse situation in the country. 

The goal of the round table is to attract Bishkek and Osh city administration and public organizations’ attention to tobacco issues in the Kyrgyz Republic and to discuss the development of anti-smoking campaign strategies. The round table will also include presentations from study tour alumni that summarize their U.S. experience. 

The long- and short-term results of the round-table include the development of a state/city policy on tobacco use and preventive anti-smoking measures, as well as increased public awareness on the harmful effects of tobacco use, leading towards a government ban on cigarette advertising. It is also expected that smoke free areas will be established in pilot secondary schools involved in the RCHP “Healthy Schools” program, in educational and health care institutions.

For additional information contact Yulia Vasileva at AED at 66-38-27, 66-69-33.
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