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Press release

Randall Tobias on Bush Emergency Plan to Combat HIV/AIDS

(This op-ed column by Global AIDS Coordinator Randall Tobias is to be used for local media placement.  It is in the public domain.  There are no republication restrictions.)

U.S. Commits $15 Billion to Fight Global AIDS
By Randall Tobias, U.S. Global AIDS Coordinator

In his State of the Union address last year, President Bush called for an unprecedented act of compassion, motivated by the knowledge that each day, 8,000 people lose their lives to AIDS, and an additional 14,000 become newly infected with HIV.  The monumental human toll of AIDS leaves in its wake anguished families, orphaned children, and ravaged communities.  In the face of this preventable human suffering, the President outlined a revolutionary vision to lift the hopelessness and despair that has engulfed so many.  Today, his vision is becoming a reality.  Just one month after Congress appropriated funds for the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief, $350 million is going into the hands of service providers with proven capacity to bring immediate relief to people in some of the hardest-hit countries in the world.  At the same time, my office is submitting to Congress the President’s comprehensive, five-year global strategy for AIDS relief, intended to turn the tide on one of the greatest crises of our times.

With President Bush’s initiative, the United States has stepped up to the challenge of global AIDS.  While this year we are devoting over $16 billion to combat AIDS at home, the President knows the AIDS pandemic also requires American leadership abroad.  The President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief is the largest commitment ever made by a single nation for an international health initiative.  This five-year, $15 billion initiative targets $9 billion in new funds focused in some of the world’s most affected nations, representing over 50 percent of the world’s population of people living with HIV/AIDS.  The plan goes even further, providing $5 billion for bilateral HIV/AIDS programs in over 100 countries, and committing $1 billion to the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria.  The goals of the President’s strategy are bold, but the human toll of global AIDS demands no less: Provide treatment to 2 million HIV-infected people, prevent 7 million HIV infections, and provide care for 10 million people infected and affected by HIV/AIDS, including orphans and other vulnerable children.

Since my confirmation as the U.S. Global AIDS Coordinator just four-and-a-half months ago, we have mobilized resources across the federal government and our partners worldwide to rapidly, efficiently, and effectively bring relief to the millions suffering the devastation of AIDS.  The President’s Emergency Plan capitalizes on the comparative strengths of a U.S. response: established funding and disbursement mechanisms; two decades of expertise fighting HIV/AIDS worldwide; established field presence and bilateral relationships with host governments in over 100 countries; and well-developed partnerships with non-governmental organizations.  These strengths and the President’s leadership allow the U.S. to respond at a pace markedly faster than any other funding option we have, including the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria.  In just the first 12 months of the Emergency Plan, we expect to have more than 100,000 people receiving anti-retroviral treatment, tripling the number of people currently receiving anti-retroviral treatment in all of sub-Saharan Africa.

The Emergency Plan makes a revolutionary commitment to integrating prevention, treatment, and care services, with the knowledge that the impacts of these different efforts are enhanced through their co-ordination.  It focuses on building capacity and infrastructure in host countries to promote a sustained response to a crisis with long-term consequences.  It establishes measurable goals against which progress will be tracked and evaluated.  Policy and program decisions will be evidence-based and driven by results.  New partners and innovations will be actively sought and rigorously evaluated.  It establishes new leadership over U.S international HIV/AIDS assistance, consolidating, in the United States and in the field, the work of all U.S. agencies and departments.  New leadership to fight HIV/AIDS will be fostered globally, both from countries affected by the disease and those with the capacity to provide assistance.  And we will work with the Global Fund and other international partners with unique strengths to ensure a comprehensive response.

Our first year of action reflects these intentions.  In-country teams in the focus countries have embraced the proposals and are developing plans with host governments and coordinated with other partners.  These plans reflect the priorities of governments and draw on the strengths of contributors including faith- and community-based organizations, international aid groups, and the private sector.  We have prioritized interventions proven to achieve results, such as the “ABC (Abstinence, Be faithful, use Condoms when appropriate)” prevention methodology pioneered with success in Uganda and other countries, improved safety in medical practices, and use of community members to enhance delivery of treatment.  At the same time, we have strengthened our commitment to the Global Fund, an important international partner.  This year, the U.S. government will devote $547 million to the Global Fund, making the U.S. the largest contributor to the Fund, accounting for over 30 percent of all contributions.
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