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Study Tour to Ukraine for NGO Representatives and Government Officials Working on Trafficking in Persons (TIP) Activities

Bishkek, Kyrgyz Republic, October 4, 2004—From September 5-11, 2004, 15 NGO representatives and government officials from Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, and Tajikistan visited the Ukraine to observe how NGOs, government agencies (particularly law-enforcement agencies), and mass media effectively cooperate to combat human trafficking. This USAID-funded study tour was developed and organized by Winrock International’s Preventing Human Trafficking Project and USAID/CAR’s Regional Training Program, administered by the Academy for Educational Development (AED). Tajikistani and Kazakhstani participants were nominated by the International Organization for Migration (IOM). 

The goal of the study tour was to strengthen counter-trafficking efforts and to encourage partnerships between the government and civil society organizations. According to an IOM representative who accompanied participants on the study tour, “Mobilization of these two structures and the cooperation between respective authorities will play a crucial role in reducing the risks of people from being trafficked in the countries of origin, transit, and destination. The participants saw an excellent example of the work of the mechanism of repatriation, rehabilitation, and reintegration of victims of trafficking.”
Organizations involved in this program expect that the participants will be able to replicate the Ukrainian counter-trafficking best practices in their own countries. 
In informal interviews with program organizers, participants shared their plans to revise their work approaches to include more activities in cooperation with government structures.

Mr. Kuluev, Director of the Department on Combating Human Trafficking, Kidnapping and Crimes Against Foreigners with the Ministry of Internal Affairs (MIA) of the Kyrgyz Republic, noted that the study tour, while short, “provided a good opportunity to share experiences with MIA officers cooperating with NGOs and readdressing victims of traffic to available centers for firsthand emergency assistance.”

The study tour results will be supported and strengthened by several country-specific activities. In the Kyrgyz Republic, Winrock International and AED will conduct a roundtable that will bring together a wider group of NGO and government representatives to discuss cooperation between these parties, as well as the Ukrainian experiences and approaches. IOM will also dedicate one of its regular roundtables to the deliberation of study tour results and further counter-trafficking activities.  

The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) administers the U.S. foreign assistance program providing economic and humanitarian assistance in more than 80 countries worldwide.

AED is an independent, nonprofit organization committed to solving critical social problems. One of the world’s foremost human and social development organizations, AED operates more than 200 programs to help individuals and communities improve their education, health, environment, and economic opportunities in more than 160 countries and all 50 U.S. states. In the Central Asia Region (CAR), AED implements USAID/CAR’s Participant Training Program.

Winrock International is a non-profit organization that works with people in the United States and around the world to increase economic opportunity, sustain natural resources, and protect the environment. 150 projects are implemented annually in 65 countries. In fall 2003, Winrock International began a two-year project to prevent human trafficking in Kyrgyzstan with support from USAID. The purpose of the Preventing Human Trafficking Project is to increase the ability of individuals and institutions in Kyrgyzstan to combat human trafficking.

The International Organization for Migration (IOM) organizes seminars and forum activities in Kazakhstan and Tajikistan in coordination with NGOs, international organizations and government agencies, in order to raise general awareness on trafficking, share experience amongst the various partners, disseminate results from research, coordinate/harmonize polices and measures, and create formal and informal networks dealing with the issue. The IOM works in close cooperation with government agencies including President’s Office, Ministry of Interior, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Health, Ministry of Education, Ministry of Labor and Social Protection of Population and State Migration Service. The IOM has 17 NGO partners and initiative groups in Tajikistan and 10 NGO partners in Kazakhstan which conduct counter-trafficking activities in both countries. 
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