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Press Release

A U.S. Congressional delegation led by Senator Ted Stevens (R) of Alaska visited Bishkek from August 7-9, 2004.  The delegation of four senators met with President Askar Akaev to discuss Kyrgyz-American relations, democratic reforms in the Kyrgyz Republic, and the global war on terrorism.  President Askar Akaev gave Senator Ted Stevens the Dangk Award for his continuing contribution to the development of Kyrgyz-U.S. relations. The delegations also toured the Manas Coalition Airbase and met with soldiers.

On August 7, 2004, on the Torugart Border Post of the Kyrgyz-Chinese border, the Congressional delegation met with Foreign Minister Askar Aitmatov,
First Deputy Chief of the President's Staff Lt. General Bolot Djanuzakov, 

Governor of Naryn oblast Askar Salymbekov, Ambassador of the Kyrgyz Republic in the United States Baktybek Abdrisaev and other representatives of the government of the Kyrgyz Republic.
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