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American Volunteer Consultant Trains Future Trainers 

On October 29th, international consultant Linell Fromm arrived in Southern Kyrgyzstan to provide trainings in Career and Labor Market Service Development.   Representatives from progressive local universities, vocational schools, government-operated employment and labor centers, and local non-governmental organizations (NGOs) will attend trainings in Osh (November 3-4), Jalalabat (November 8-9), and Kyzyl Kiya (November 11-12).  

These trainings will focus on the development of a career and labor market service, market trend research, analysis of employment opportunities, and assessment of qualified applicants.  Ms. Fromm will also train participants to support their students and clients in creating resumes, writing cover letters, and developing interview skills that will assist them in finding employment.

In Southern Kyrgyzstan, many college graduates and unemployed, yet skilled, youth are unable to obtain appropriate information and guidance on the existing job market in their communities.

Funded by the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), Ms. Fromm’s trainings will address the lack of crucial job-market information among youth and others by encouraging dialogue, discussion, and networking among potential employers, job seekers, and employment service providers.  Altynbek Abtrakhmanov, regional coordinator of “Ceonis”, a local organization addressing employment issues, is looking forward to the training.  “I expect to learn about the experience of developed countries in career development and the labor market,” he stated.  ”In the future, I hope to be able to use this knowledge in our country to break down Soviet stereotypes about employment and the labor market.”
Ms. Fromm is a volunteer consultant whose work in Central Asia is facilitated by ACDI/VOCA, an American NGO implementing the Community Action Investment Program (CAIP), funded by USAID.  She will conduct three Training of Trainers (ToT) sessions, transferring expertise and knowledge to key leaders in the educational, governmental, and non-governmental spheres.  Upon completion of the ToTs, participants will have the skills to train and assist their clients, students, and others.

CAIP is a USAID-funded project that brings citizens together to identify and solve social and economic problems through community-designed projects in vulnerable or conflict prone regions.  In Kyrgyzstan, operating under the local name “Kosh Araket”, (meaning “joint efforts” in Kyrgyz), CAIP has established partnerships with 30 communities in the Osh, Jalalabat and Batken regions.  As of September 2004, CAIP Kyrgyzstan has contributed $1,073,824 towards community-driven projects, directly benefiting over 280,464 people.
For more information about CAIP project, please contact us via e-mail at acdivoca@acdivoca.ktnet.kg or visit our website www.acdivoca-caip.kz 
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