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2004 Independence Day Speech

Ambassador Stephen M. Young

Ladies and gentlemen: Good evening!

It is my great pleasure to welcome you into my home for our Independence Day celebration.  

This is my first American Independence Day since arriving in the Kyrgyz Republic last summer, so it is very special for me to share this day with you.  In almost a year, I have traveled to every oblast in this country and had the honor to speak with many people.  The diversity and tolerance that I have encountered reminds me very much of my own country.    

Since its birth over 200 years ago our nation has since been tested by external aggression, internal conflict, economic hardship, and deep political disagreements.  Our shared belief in the principles of freedom, tolerance and the equality of all people has helped us to overcome those challenges.  

Kyrgyzstan, too, faces numerous challenges as a young nation in a fast-changing world.  In my short time here I have been impressed with the energy of your young people, your strong belief in education, and the pride you take in your ethnic and religious diversity.  

I note that the citizens of the United States and Kyrgyzstan will both participate in significant elections in the coming months.  As we in America know well, democracy can be frustrating, but we believe it still provides the best system the world knows for giving citizens a voice in how their country is run.   My country remains committed to assisting the Kyrgyz people in their quest to build a prosperous, stable and democratic society.  

In honor of American Independence Day I express the warmest greetings on behalf of the people of my country to the people of the Kyrgyz Republic. 
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