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HALLOWEEN WITH AND FOR KIDS

BISHKEK, OCTOBER 29, 2003

On October 29th over twenty five FSA FLEX alumni, in cooperation with the Alpine Fund, invited thirty children from the Center for Protection of Children, the Center for Rehabilitation of Street Children and a boarding school for mentally impaired children to a Halloween party at the American University – Central Asia.  The Alpine Fund is a local NGO providing outdoor education to vulnerable youth.

Alumni presented the history of Halloween and the traditional American way of celebrating it. Than kids carved pumpkins, made costumes and painted funny faces.  These activities were accompanied by alumni playing piano, guitar and singing songs. After the pumpkins were ready, everyone went outside to see an Alpine Fund presentation about living a healthy outdoor lifestyle. The Fund representatives showed children an outdoor tent, a sleeping bag and challenged them with fun active games.  After the 

presentation, children had a holiday dinner and small gifts provided by the Alpine Fund.

Inside children sat in a circle with pumpkins in the middle and sang friendship songs. Although, the holiday did not correspond to the American tradition of celebrating it was a lot of fun! The pumpkins made by the kids were donated to organizations that support alumni in different activities as a thank you note. FSA FLEX alumni express their gratitude to the Alpine Fund for providing gifts, a holiday dinner, and organizing an interesting presentation.
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INTRODUCTION TO PUBLIC RELATIONS

BISHKEK, SEPTEMBER 27, 2003 

On September 27, 2003 Svetlana Kulikova, Muskie alumna, conducted a one day training on “Introduction to Public Relations” at "Dostuk” hotel for over seventeen JFDP, RSEP, Muskie and CI alumni. It was a joint project initiative by Muskie alumni and organized by ACCELS and IREX.

The trainers focused on the modern understanding of public relations and on differences between public relations, advertising, marketing, and journalism. There was a seSsion on the components of Public Relations - counseling, research, media relations, publicity, issues management, financial relations, industry relations, etc.; and on Public Relations as a process: research, action, communication, evaluation of the problem or situation.  This event allowed close networking of Muskie, JFDP, CI and RSEP alumni.

“STUDENT POTENTIAL DEVELOPMENT” 

TOKMOK, BALYKCHI, NARYN, KARA BALTA, KARA KUL AND MAILI SUU OCTOBER 19-25, 2003 

Ten alumni of UGRAD and Soros traveled to different cities in the Kyrgyz Republic to teach courses to regional university/high school students on Education in U.S., Job Hunting, Leadership, Conflict Resolution, Gender Issues, Time Management Techniques and Critical Thinking.  A group of five trainers went to Tokmok, Balykchi and Naryn.  The second group went to Kara-Balta, Kara-Kul and Maili-Say.  Each town had approximately thirty students, covering about one hundred and eighty students in total.  This project was sponsored by Local Initiative Grants Program (LIGP) administered by ACCELS and sponsored by the U.S. State Department.  The manager of the project is Dinara Akmatbekova, UGRAD’01.

WORKSHOP ON CONFLICT RESOLUTION

BISHKEK, OCTOBER 12, 2003 

On October 12, 2003 Abdujalil Abdurasulov UGRAD’01 shared his experience and expertise received at a workshop on “Conflict Resolution and Transformation” in Caux, Switzerland in  July/August 2003. Over twenty participants attended the presentation - students and lecturers from the Bishkek Humanitarian, Slavic, Manas, American, Kyrgyz National, Arabaeva and other universities.
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BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT

BISHKEK, OCTOBER 5, 2003  

On October 5 FSA FLEX, UGRAD, and SOROS alumni organized a basketball tournament at the gym of school # 56.  Seven gender-balanced and representative of different exchange program teams participated in the competition. The tournament gathered participants and audience of over one hundred vulnerable youth and alumni.  Thirty two of the children were from the Voenno Antonovka orphanage.  Cheerleader support was organized by fifteen alumni - who prepared shakers, posters, and used paint to decorate children’s faces prior to the tournament. The spirit of the game was so high that it felt as if it was one of the NBA games. Audience members were whistling and yelling in support of their teams, cheerleaders and children were shaking their shakers and crying out teams' names, and whenever there was a basket, the roar would shudder the gym. The children highlighted that sport is almost absent in their everyday lives. There are plans to conduct more such sport events and a clothing drive campaign. Pictures are available on http://photos.freenet.kg
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 

BATKEN OBLAST, SEPTEMBER 25-27, 2003

Myrza Karimov, Urmat Tynaliev, and Akylbek Joldoshov, Muskie alumni, traveled to Batken to conducted workshops with students, faculty members and local NGOs from September 25-27, 2003.  Some of the topics for over one hundred students included American Studies, Comparative Education, and International Business Management. Over fifty young faculty members received training on interactive teaching and research methods. Local NGOs, high school principals, teachers, the mayor and other community leaders received training on determining project goals/objectives, seven steps to problem solving approach, types of resources and working with the community. 

All target groups also learned about different educational and grant opportunities available in the Kyrgyz Republic.  A particular focus was made on programs sponsored by the State Department and administered by ACCELS and IREX.  Alumni also brought teaching materials and textbooks for the library of the Batken State University. These workshops were co funded by ACCELS and SCOUT (CEP).  

Urmat and Akylbek are currently teaching fellows of Support for Community Outreach and University Teaching (SCOUT) program administered by Civic Education Project (CEP) in the Kyrgyz Republic.  Myrza Karimov is a SCOUT CEP alumnus. Dilbar Asamadinova, Muskie/JFDP Alumni Coordinator for Central Asia, also presented during the first day of the workshops. 

JOB HUNTING SEMINAR

BISHKEK, SEPTEMBER 20, 2003

On September 20 Svetlana Kulikova, MUSKIE alumna, conducted a job hunting seminar for twenlve alumni of the FSA and Soros UGRAD programs.  The goal of the seminar was to give alumni necessary skills to find and get a successful job.  Alumni discussed the content and design of a resume.   As an assignment, they typed their own resumes and analyzed them in groups.   Alumni also played roles to see how an interviewee should and should not behave in certain cases.  One of the achievements of this event is to attract Soros UGRAD alumni to FSA UGRAD alumni activities.  
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DEMOCRATIZATION OF EDUCATION KARA-BALTA, SEPTEMBER 16, 2003
On September 15, Olga Smoliaeva (TEA 2002), Irina Zaplatina (PiE 2000), Irina Maslova (PiE 2000), Elena Debelaya (PiE 2001) organized a training on democratization of education in Kyrgyzstan high schools in Kara-Balta school gymnasium #6.  The goal of the seminar was to develop a joint plan of action that can be implemented at schools during the new academic year. This was also a great opportunity for the directors and representatives of Alamedin, Sokuluk, Jaiil and Kemin Regional Departments of Education to share their experiences and visions on educational reforms in the republic.  Local mass media representatives interviewed the participants and prepared a TV program about it.

The trainers made special emphasis on Human Resources Management, in particular how to use the resources at school to its fullest potential; how to develop a creative atmosphere and motivate teachers, students and the community to build a new democratic school. Each of the directors was tested to find out his/her strong and weak points as a leader and a manager. Each of the participants had a chance to share his/her "golden seeds" of experience that could "be planted" and lead to good results in other schools, and making them the center of intelligence, progress and a cradle for new democratic changes in the society. “It is a great idea to sit together - the teachers, school directors and the students and try to find the best solution to our school problems. I am full of new ideas and really eager to fulfill them in our region” - Samarkul Umralieva, the Head of the Issyk-Ata Regional Education Department. 

ПРОЕКТ ДИСКУССИОННЫЕ ФОРУМЫ С ВЫПУСКНИКАМИ ПРОГРАММЫ «МЕЖДУНАРОДНЫЙ ВИЗИТЕР» 

БИШКЕК, ОШ, БАТКАН, НЕРЫН, ФЕВРВЛЬ – ДЕКАБРЬ, 2003

Институт региональных исследований уже третий год проводит дискуссионные семинары с выпускниками программы «Международные визитеры» при финансовой поддержки Отела Внешних связей посольства США. Основная цель проекта - проведение открытой дискуссии выпускников программы «Международные визитеры» с разными структурами общества на актуальные вопросы развития демократии и гражданского общества в Кыргызстане. Работа по реализации проекта проходит очень интенсивно и успешно.

В эпоху информации и информационных технологий очень важен процесс дискуссии, обмена мнениями и установления контактов для дальнейших встреч и совместной работы. На семинарах участвуют высокопоставленные государственные служащие, депутаты Жогорку Кенеша, представители бизнес структур, средств массовой информации, правозащитники и неправительственные организации, студенты вузов. Проект на 2003 год предусматривает организации дискуссионных семинаров в регионах страны. Так, на сегодняшний день Институт провел форумы в Ошской, Иссык-Кульской, и Нарынской областях. Сама атмосфера встреч всегда творческая, полученная информация всегда дает повод для обсуждения, обдумывания и выработки новых подходов, идей и мнений. 

Бюллетени «Ориентиры и практика» очень информативны и актуальны. В настоящее время когда в Кыргызстане трудно найти информацию из первых рук и этот бюллетень является одним из таких источников. Издание бюллетеня также важен т.к. у людей есть возможность получить информацию о семинаре, на котором они по разным причинам не принимали участие. Получатели бюллетеней обращаются с вопросами о прошедших или планируемых семинарах, о возможности включения в сеть рассылки новых людей, с различными комментариями, и просто поблагодарить за предоставление материалов. Доступ к бюллетеню есть в областных библиотеках, в Национальной библиотеке, а также его можно будет почитать на Интернет странице Айрекса в ближайшем будущем. 

В определенной степени проект способствовал приобретению большей известности Институтом в более широких кругах (к примеру, среди некоторых государственных учреждений, бизнес-структур, организаций, занимающихся сельским хозяйством). Некоторые участники стали понимать важность и актуальность работы неправительственных организаций и о возможности совместной работы. Была найдена успешная форма продолжения сотрудничества с выпускниками программы, установления новых контактов, выявления потенциальных кандидатов будущих программ, обсуждения тем и отдельных вопросов, представляющих особый интерес. Таким образом, данный проект вносит вклад в развитие демократии и гражданского общества в Кыргызстане и является примером плодотворного сотрудничества разных секторов общества. 

Зумрат Салморбекова,  координатор проекта Alumni Discussion Forum, Институт региональных исследований 
«ВЗАИМОПОНИМАНИЕ – ОСНОВА ДРУЖЕСКИХ ОТНОШЕНИЙ»

Америка с каждым днем все больше становится значимой и интересной для Кыргызстана. Американские доноры и инвесторы вливают огромные средства в экономику нашей республики, оказывают грантовую помощь для социального развития и становления демократии в еще молодом но перспективном государстве. Наши страны стратегические партнеры во многих вопросах международной политики. В связи с этим, сегодня очень важно, чтобы у двух народов строились действительно дружественные взаимоотношения не только на уровне президентов и министров, но и в среде простых граждан наших государств.

Многие представители общественных организаций, медицины и образования, студенты к сегодняшнему дню посетили США по различным программам с целью повышения своего профессионального уровня, знакомства с опытом работы таких же организаций и институтов в США. По проекту ЦРГИ "Айкол" поддержанному Посольством США в КР летом этого года из числа таких людей была сформирована рабочая группа, которая в течении трех месяцев провела ряд круглых столов и просто рабочих встреч с общественностью Таласской области. Цель проекта это сближение народов Кыргызстана и США в плане обмена опытом позитивных изменений во всех сферах политической, экономической и социально-культурной жизни.

Население области было ознакомлено с общественно-политической и культурной жизнью американцев, было очень много вопросов, на которые рабочая группа проекта постаралась подробно и объективно ответить, демонстрировались видеоматериалы, распространялась художественно-публицистическая и познавательная литература.

Центр поддержки гражданских инициатив

“Айкол”,  г. Талас
BROWNIES BAKING NIGHTS AND SUPPORT OF A SCHOOL FOR VISUALLY IMPAIRED CHILDREN

Rechkunova Maria FSA FLEX’99 initiated homemade brownie project to support Kyrgyz Republic Children’s Cancer Center two years ago.  Alumni sell home-made brownies and donate raised funds to support children in need. This project also gives a chance for FSA FLEX alumni to meet, discuss personal achievements, successes and share ideas concerning upcoming projects. 

This September there were two brownie nights raising over 3,000 soms. These funds will support students of the school for visually impaired children. Some residents of the school need glasses and eye drops, while others need eye-surgery. Alumni decided to buy glasses for 5 students from the school and provide all blind students in need with eye drops. Plans for the future include finding ways of conducting eye-surgeries for those who still have a chance of saving their eye-sight. Alumni will take care of an 8-year-old orphan boy, a resident of the school, who has been hospitalized with hepatitis.   

Pictures of the children from the school are not available because the school and the hospital administration prohibit taking any photos.

SUMMER PROJECTS
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SUMMER LEADERSHIP CAMP FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 

OSH- ISSYK-KUL, JUNE- JULY 2003

The Summer Leadership Camp 2003 is a fourth year project organized by the FSA FLEX, UGRAD and Soros alumni.  This camp gathers high school students from all regions of the Kyrgyz Republic.  Participants are selected on a competitive basis and come to the camp to improve their English, develop leadership skills, learn about democracy, election process, tolerance, drama, Internet, debates and effective presentation skills.  This year more than 40 alumni worked with 125 participants in Issyk-Kul and Osh camps.  This project was sponsored by the Public Affairs Section of the U.S. embassy in the Kyrgyz Republic.  Four FSA FLEX alumni from Tajikistan participated in the project. Special thanks go to managers of the project: Maxat Tynaev, FSA FLEX‘99 and Azamat Baltabaev, FSA FLEX’99. More information/photos/contacts refer to: http://leadershipcamp.host.net.kg
POLITICAL PARTICIPATION CAMP FOR UNIVERSITY STUDENTS 

OSH – ISSYK-KUL, MAY-JUNE-JULY, 2003

FSA FLEX, UGRAD and Soros alumni organized Political Participation camps for first and second year university students.  The project focuses on election principles, concept of civic participation, political structure of the Kyrgyz Republic, and new amendments to the Constitution of the Kyrgyz Republic adopted on the Referendum in February 2003. The Public Affairs Section of the U.S. Embassy in the Kyrgyz Republic and LIGP alumni grants program sponsored Political Participation seminars for over ninety college students in Osh, Jalalabad, Batken, Naryn and Talas oblasts.  

An interesting feature of the seminar is the game “Vote to Be Free,” designed by alumni as a simulation game of real elections through which students receive an opportunity to experience the importance of everyone’s role in elections. Meetings with foreign guest speakers allowed discussion of civic participation in different countries.  More information/photos/contacts refer to: http://politicalpart.host.net.kg
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YOUTH EMPOWERMENT PROJECT

OSH, BATKEN, JALALABAD, NARYN AND SIX VILLAGES IN SOUTHERN ISSYK-KUL 

JUNE – JULY, 2003

Anna Kirey, project manager

This summer turned out to be a huge learning experience for all of us - twenty trainers of the Youth Empowerment Project and especially for the project coordinators. This was our first large scale project because we “went regional”, covering Osh, Batken, Jalalabad, Naryn (including villages around it) and six other villages in southern Issyk-Kul. 

Naryn is the place where no project of this nature has been done before and the impact there was enormous. The total number of participants was over two hundred. The most important outcome was reaching out to rural youth especially in southern Issyk Kul.

Some vivid memories of the project:  no water in Naryn; campaigns against torture with the participants marching around the camp site with signs and drawings; award ceremony for the most active participation; parents thanking us for changing their children and bringing smiles to their faces within four days of the camp; and the sad memory of having to say good-bye. 

Campaign activities will be published by the International Rehabilitation Council for Torture Victims in its report on the global campaign www.irct.org. Participants are already asking for a copy of the report. There was a training in Batken organized by two women participants, they used our lesson plans and advice. This is only the start of the social change - we have the addresses and emails of all teenagers, this projects needs follow-up.
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CIVIC EDUCATION TEXTBOOK DONATION/ TEACHER TRAINING

DAROOT KORGON, 19-23 AUGUST, 2003

Kenesh Sainazarov, MUSKIE ’01, received awards from two alumni grant programs sponsored by the U. S. State Department. The SCOUT Special Project program awarded the first project.  This project proposed to print and distribute an International Foundation for Election Systems (IFES, sponsored by USAID) developed Civic Education textbook to secondary schools of Chong-Alai region in Osh oblast: sixteen schools with over 1200 students.  In August, Chinara Kumenova, UGARD alumna, and Kenesh Sainazarov, MUSKIE alumnus, conducted teacher training for twenty-seven teachers of the proposed schools. The printing of textbooks is at its final stage, the shipment and distribution is expected to begin soon. 

The second project was awarded by LIGP alumni grant program sponsored by the State Department and administered by ACCELS to draft a proposed Education Law for secondary schools of the Kyrgyz Republic.  This project was submitted with support by Jangoroz Kanimetov, Chairman of the Education Committee, deputy of the Jogorky Kenesh. Today, the main draft has been written and forwarded to the working group members.  Members of the working group include educators, teachers, and officials from the Ministry of Education, lawyers, deputies, education administration staff, and international organizations assisting the education sector. 
After discussion in the working group, the draft will be published in the national newspapers for public discussion.
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CAPACITY DEVELOPMENT SEMINAR OSH, JULY 5-6, 2003

IREX, in cooperation with ACCELS, organized a two-day “Alumni Capacity Development” seminar for ECA alumni in Osh.  This seminar allowed for information exchange, developing capacity and creating a strong network within the alumni community of the Kyrgyz Republic. Participants were from Osh as well as neighboring districts.  The alumni were welcomed by event organizers and special guests from IREX, ACCELS, the Public Affairs Section of the U.S. Embassy in Bishkek, representatives of Osh state administration and local NGOs.  Video clips about alumni success projects were presented as examples of what alumni can do in their communities.  Zarema Kasendeyeva (CDEP ??) made a presentation about the ECA Alumni Association - “Partnership of Professionals for Development of Kyrgyzstan”.  Other session’ of the seminar included: Job Hunting, Communication and Networking, Public Speaking, Internet Development, Human Resources Management, Leadership, Composing Winning Resume/CVs and Successful Interview Tips.  Alumni Coordinators from IREX and Public Affairs Section of the U.S. Embassy presented resources and opportunities available for Kyrgyzstani alumni.  Dilbara Asamidinova, JFDP/Muskie Alumni Coordinator presented the latest trends in the local job market.  As a result of the seminar alumni organized an Alumni Advisory Council of Osh and elected leaders of the organization to work on further strengthening the capacity of Osh alumni and to carry out activities that contribute to development of local communities. 
CONFLICT MANAGEMENT SEMINAR FOR ALUMNI

OSH, JUNE 28, 2003 

IREX/Kyrgyzstan organized a one-day Conflict Management workshop for ECA alumni in Osh.  Participants from Jalalabad and Osh oblast attended the seminar.  Experts of the Tolerance International Foundation (FTI), an NGO working in conflict prevention field, conducted the seminar.  Lectures and workshops aimed at acquainting alumni with the types, forms, origin and causes of conflicts as well as  methods of dealing with conflict situations of various levels.  Every participant was also given a chance to give his/her own definition of conflict and explain its possible causes, which turned into a lively discussion that provided diverse and interesting alumni expertise.  They were introduced to the basic concepts of conflict management. Aside from the theory, participants were involved in a number of inter-active sessions in which they exercised the skills necessary for managing conflicts of internal, inter-personal and wider levels.  For example, alumni were divided to work in small groups in order to analyze the given cases according to the theoretical approaches that they were taught during the first part of the seminar.  

Isakjan Hakimov and Gulnara Nurmatova, alumni of Community Connections Conflict Prevention Program from Jalal-Abad made the event even more interesting by sharing their practical experience of dealing with conflicts and their U.S. Fellowship experience.   

ALUMNI ADVISORY COUNCIL, OSH 

JUNE 27, 2003

On June 27, 2003 the Osh Media Center was the venue for a meeting of IATP Alumni Coordinator Mamasadyk Bagyshov with thirteen alumni of different programs to discuss creating an Alumni Advisory Council (AAC) in Osh city. AACs are being set up by IATP as bodies through which alumni can promote an open civil society, democratic development, education, and leadership by disseminating knowledge and experience gained while studying or conducting research in the United States. The AACs are also intended to be vehicles through which alumni can take on governing responsibilities for the access sites, making them locally sustainable and responsive to the community. Alumni learned about IATP resource opportunities offered through local Access Site and Kyrgyzstan Alumni Programming.  This meeting participants discussed the general concept of AAC and ways to create one for their own town and region that would meet their specific alumni needs.  After this meeting alumni met again and established Alumni Advisory Council for Osh city and region.  Osh AAC joined Kyrgyzstan ECA Alumni Association “Partnership of Professionals for Development of Kyrgyzstan” as one of its divisions and branches in the region. Following the example of Osh, AACs were continuously created in Jalalabat, Mailsuu, Karakol and Kara-Balta.  

Since summer 2003 all AACs have been working on firm establishment of their organizations, by drafting and adapting a charter, organizational structure and their plans of activities.  Jalalabat AAC members were trained by IATP and managed to create the web-site of their AAC http://jaac.host.net.kg 

CREATIVE WRITING SEMINAR IN BISHKEK, JUNE 21, 2003  

IREX/ Bishkek organized a workshop on Creative Writing.  The seminar was led by Stanley Moore, a Fulbright Scholar teaching American Literature in Bishkek universities.  The three-hour workshop was composed of sessions on such topics as Art of Persuasion, Inspiration and Creativity, Correspondence and Negotiation, and Judgment of Quality. Alumni attending the seminar learned techniques of judging the content of articles and some communication tools.  There were students, teachers and professionals who often face challenges of writing academic or creative works.  Therefore, this seminar helped them gaining some new knowledge and skills on this matter.   

ADVANCED WEB-DESIGN COURSE FOR OSH ALUMNI 

OSH, JUNE 17-18, 2003  

Nurlan Djenchuraev, CI alumnus, conducted a two-day intensive course of web-site creation and promotion for ECA alumni in Osh. During the course participants learned basic skills of web-site creation and design. Alumni learned about types of web-resources: personal, content, corporative, and NGO.  They also learned the importance of web-resources in promotion of their projects.  As for specific skills they looked into graphics, basics of HTML programming, creation of tables, links, designing backgrounds, etc.  Upon development of different templates for web-sites, they practiced reservation of space and registration of URL addressed at HOST.NET.KG, a free web-hosting provided by IATP Kyrgyzstan.   Each participant worked on thematic web-sites.  Aside from the technical aspect of website creation, the course participants also learned the specifics of the World Wide Web, using different types of online resources, methods of promoting websites and the importance of updating.  Alumni were encouraged to use IATP Access Site facilities in order to keep their web-sites updated. The following are examples of their web-sites, which continue to be developed and improved: Jalalabat AAC web-site, administered by Nourmamat Saparbaev http://aaja.host.net.kg/.

COMPUTER TRAINING FOR CCKG ALUMNI IN JALALABAD 

JALALABAD JUNE 14, 2003 

Five alumni of Community Connections Conflict Prevention Program were trained to use basic computer programs such as text and spread-sheet editors at IATP Access Site in Jalal-Abad.   CC alumni are professionals representing such institutions as State Administration, Jalal-Abad Television and Radio Corporation, School of NGO Leadership, Center of Tajik Culture, Southern Division of Internal Affairs Ministry.  They often face challenges of ongoing progress in computer technology.  Therefore, IATP Kyrgyzstan initiated a short, but intense advanced course of computer programs most demanded in their daily professional activities.  Alumni learned how to work with texts and images in several programs, to attach archived documents, process data and graphical images, set up macros, sort and filter datasheet and conditional statements, etc. These additional computer skills IATP gave alumni will strengthen their professional capacity and help to apply their U.S. experience in their daily work efficiently.  Alumni of the CC program were encouraged to use IATP facilities in Jalal-Abad in order to maintain contact with their fellows in the United States and elsewhere. 

SECOND ANNUAL TEA/SSEP

CENTRAL ASIAN MODEL UNITED NATIONS

BISHKEK, JUNE 13-14, 2003

A Model U.N. was held in Bishkek on June 13-14, 2003.  Over one hundred eighty four students from Osh, Issyk-Kul, Chui, and Bishkek along with ten U.S. participants from Triad High School, Illinois participated in the simulation game.   The purpose of Model U.N. is to teach students about the world of international diplomacy, issues, and world affairs through the work of the United Nations. Student "delegates" in Model U.N. prepare draft resolutions, plot strategy, negotiate with supporters and adversaries, resolve conflicts, and navigate the U.N.'s rules of procedures - all in the interest of mobilizing "international cooperation"
. The participation of students from different nations fosters understanding and friendship leading to peace. Participates discussed the following issues in three councils: 

1. General Assembly - Nuclear Weapons Proliferation, Global Warming, Controlling International Crime, and Global Pollution Issues;

2.
Security Council - International Terrorism, National Security/ Genocide, The Middle East, Chemical and Biological Weapons;

3. 
Social, Cultural, and Humanitarian Council - Child Labor, Homelessness, Global Health Issues, and Genetic Engineering.

Resolution debates were heated - resulting in writing and submitting of various international documents.  There were a number of opportunities to communicate with the American high school students in an informal atmosphere.  The American students explored Bishkek and Ala-Archa Gorge Each UN team presented songs and dances at the final ceremony. 
The Model United Nations for secondary school students has existed for more than thirty years in the United States. Three years ago it was initiated in Kazakhstan by Secondary Schools Exchange Program (SSEP) grant recipient James Kerr from Triad High School, IL.  He is also an alumnus of the U.S. TEA Program (U.S.-Eurasia Awards for Excellence in Teaching), who visited Kyrgyz Republic in 1999.
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MUSKIE REENTRY SEMINAR

BISHKEK, SEPTEMBER 4, 2003

On September 4, 2003 a reentry seminar was held for the newly returned Muskie alumni.  Conrad Turner, Public Affairs Officer from the U.S. Embassy opened the seminar welcoming alumni. Gaisha Ibragimova, Deputy Chief of Social Policy Department at president's administration, also made a welcoming speech. She encouraged Muskie alumni to work close with government in future. 

Myrza Karimov, MUSKIE alumnus, USAID/CAR/KCO Education and Youth Project Management Assistant, called alumni to follow the saying: “If not us then who”.  Alumni shared their educational experiences in the U.S.  Four Peace Corps Volunteers presented their understanding of cultural shock and how to overcome it.  To support alumni in finding jobs and get aquanted with the Kyrgyzstani job market, representatives of 5 local and international organizations presented the missions of their organizations. 

Small Grants Programs administered by U.S. Embassy in KR, Civic Education Project, IREX/IATP; American Councils/ACCELS were presented by organizations’ employees.
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JFDP REENTRY SEMINAR 

BISHKEK, SEPTEMBER 20, 2003

Four Junior Faculty Development Program (JFDP) participants returned to the Kyrgyz Republic in August 2003. Kimberly Verkuilen, ACCELS Country Director, and Dilbar Asamidinova, JFDP/Muskie Alumni Coordinator welcomed alumni on September 20th in the ACCELS office.  After discussing U.S. experience, reverse cultural shock, and strategies for adjustment – the new returnees were briefed on local alumni opportunities:  IREX Alumni resource centers and different grants programs avaliable at the U.S. Embassy, IREX, and ACCELS. The coming academic year of 2004-05 marks the tenth anniversary of the JFDP Program and alumni decided to discuss ideas of celebrating the anniversary.
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UGRAD RE-ENTRY SEMINAR  

BISHKEK, AUGUST 16-17, 2003 

Nine newly returned alumni were gathered at a reentry seminar, where they were greeted by Abdujalil Abdurasulov, UGRAD coordinator and Mamasadyk Bagyshev, IREX Alumni Coordinator. Boris Pilipenko, IREX UGRAD Assistant handed alumni their certificates of successful accomplishment of the FSAU program. 

Participants drew their experiences in the U.S. and then presented their drawings.   This was a way to share their thoughts about the cultural difference and complicated aspects of living in the U.S.  As a part of the "Understanding New Me" session, they made skits demonstrating how they changed within a year and how their friends and family reacted to these changes. Alumni defined "cultural shock" and ways to cope with it.  Larisa Kovtunova, UGRAD '00, and Lena Klintsova, UGRAD '02, shared their experience with reverse cultural shock.  Mamasadyk Bagyshev, Abdujalil Abdurasulov and Larisa Kovtunova presented different grant and event opportunities for UGRAD alumni.  At the end, there was a brainstorming of future alumni activities.  Each alumni told about their communty service experience in the U.S. and see whether it could be continued in the Kyrgyz Republic.  On the second day, Aug.17th, alumni went on the informal continuation of the seminar at lake of Issyk – Kul.


U.S. Ambassador Young will present Certificates of Appreciation to the following alumni projects at the ECA alumni Reunion on November 15, 2003:

· Basketball Tournament Project - organized by FLEX and UGRAD initiative group represented by Abdujalil Abdurasulov, UGRAD
· Regional Conference " Gender Perception influence on Intercultural Communication in Central Asia" - organized by UGRAD initiative group represented by Larisa Kovtunova, UGRAD 

· Student Potential Development Project - organized by UGRAD initiative group represented by Dinara Akmatbekova, UGRAD

· Summer Leadership Camp – organized by Soros, FLEX and UGRAD initiative group represented by Maxat Tynaev, FLEX and Azamat Baltabaev, FLEX

· Young People Empowerment project – organized by FLEX and UGRAD initiative group represented by Gulzein Sharipova, FLEX

· Political Participation Project – organized by FLEX and UGRAD initiative group represented by Yliya Tsoi and Elnura Jenish, FLEX  

· Halloween with Kids – organized by FLEX initiative group represented by Farida Abdulhafizova, FLEX
· Community Development Project  - organized by Myrza Karimov, Urmat Tynaliev, and Akylbek Joldoshov, MUKIE 

· Alumni Forum Discussion – organized by Institute for Regional Studies represented by Zumrat Salmorbekova, JFDP 

· USA in the eys of Talas citizens – organized by NGO “Aikol” Talas

· Brownie Baking night - organized by FLEX initiative group represented by Farida Abdulhafizova
· Educational Reform Project - organized by Kenesh Sainazarov, MUSKIE
· UN Model  - organized by PIE and FLEX initiative group represented by Irina Zaplatina, PIE

· Democratization of Education – organized by Olga Smoliaeva, TEA, Irina Zaplatina, Irina Maslova, and Elena Debelaya, PIE

· International Crises Game – East West center, AUCA represented by Ulia Vasilieva 

· Democracy without Terror - organized by Center for English Language Study represented by Tatyana Musabaeva

Editor’s note –

Congratulations to all ECA alumni with the first issue of ECA alumni newsletter.  Thank you to all alumni and program coordinators for information, articles and photos.  Special greetings go to alumni who contributed their articles.

We hope to send this newsletter quarterly.  Contributes are welcome at: Toktosunovank@state.gov or send it to your alumni coordinator at IREX or ACCELS.

This newsletter will be distributed electronically over FSAalumni, Fulbright, Rscepci and Muskie alumni list serves.  To sign up on a list serve consult: http://listserv.iatp.kg/mailman/listinfo/alumni-l
Hard copies will be available in IREX and ACCELS alumni resources centers.  If you are in the regions – contact your IREX IATP Internet Public site administrator for an electronic version of the newsletter.  

GLOSSARY OF ABBREVIATIONS:

ACCELS – American Councils for Collaboration, Education and Language Study – U.S. government contractor, administers FSA FLEX, TEA, PIE, JFDP, Muskie, and SSEP programs

Alumni – successful graduates of U.S. government sponsored exchange programs

CC – Community Connections program – U.S. government sponsored, administered by IREX 

CDEP – Curriculum Development Exchange Program, U.S. government sponsored, used to be administered by IREX
CEP – Civic Education Project – U.S. government contractor, administers SCOUT program for Muskie Alumni

CI – Contemporary Issues program – U.S. government sponsored, administered by IREX

ECA – Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs of the U.S. Government State Department, which oversees exchange programs 

FLEX – Future Leaders Exchange program for high school students, sponsored by U.S. government, administered by ACCELS

FSA – Freedom Support Act - U.S. Congressional Act of Assistance to the Former Soviet Union Republics

IFES - International Foundation for Election Systems - USAID contractor, administers Civic Education Textbook program
IREX – International Researches and Exchanges Board - U.S. government contractor, administers CI, CC, and UGRAD

JFDP – Junior Faculty Development Program – U.S. government sponsored, administered by ACCELS

LIGP - Local Initiative Grants Program  – small grants program for alumni, U.S. government sponsored, administered by ACCELS

MUSKIE – Edmund Muskie Fellowship, U.S. government sponsored, administered by ACCELS

PIE – Partners in Education, U.S. government sponsored, administered by ACCELS
RSEP – Regional Scholars Exchange Program, U.S. government sponsored, administered by IREX
SCOUT – Muskie alumni assistance program U.S. government sponsored, administered by CEP

SOROS ALUMNI – successful graduates of exchange programs sponsored by the Soros Foundation
SSEP – Secondary School Exchange Program- U.S. government sponsored, administered by ACCELS 

TEA – Teacher’s Excellence Award, U.S. government sponsored, administered by ACCELS
UGRAD – Undergraduate Program - for university students, U.S. government sponsored, administered by IREX

Quarterly newsletter of ECA alumni activities – distributed in an electronic version – free of charge. 


Contributions by FLEX, UGRAD, Muskie/JFDP and ECA alumni coordinators from the U.S. Embassy, ACCELS and IREX Contributes from alumni are welcome – see the back for ditails.  Compiled by Nazgul Toktosunova, ECA alumni coordinator, U.S. embassy in the Kyrgyz Republic 








�http://www.unausa.org/newindex.asp?place=http://www.unausa.org/education/ModelUN/index.asp
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